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Lesser spotted woodpecker
• Lives in mixed forest

• Dead trees are required for 
nesting and food

• in winter, foraging can also take 
place in older spruce-dominated 
forest, better for predators

• Coarse reeds is used in winter

• Once an individual has nested in 
an area, it almost invariably lives 
there for the rest of its life.

• Feed butterfly larvae, aphids, 
ants, flies, beetles and dayflies

• During breeding, it usually occurs 
in protected wetlands with oc-
casional higher vegetation, such 
as taiga bogs or smaller lakes or 
ponds with larger reed areas.

• The teal is very social outside the 
breeding season and can form 
large flocks.

• Forages by grabbing food near 
the surface or by tipping the body 
forward so that it reaches the 
bottom with the beak where it 
grazes on vegetation.

• The nest consists of a depres-
sion in the ground lined with dry 
leaves and down, and placed 
well protected in dense vegeta-
tion near water.

• Vertical shore for their nest 
building.

• Nest consist of sand, peat, 
clay or earth.

• 0.5–1 m long passage with 
approximately 5–5.5 cm di-
ameter (the tunnel is slightly 
higher than wide.

• Säveån nesting, resting place 
and foraging environment

• Living space along the inside 
with regurgitated fish bones 
and other meal remains.

• Fishing spots on overhanging 
branches.

Kingfisher

Eurasian teal
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SWOT Analysis

The aim of the prototype have been to try to create 
habitat for the three birds that stay in Säveån, 
Kingfisher, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and Eurasian 
Teal. The goal was also to create a social meeting 
place where people could learn and meet in a urban 
environment.  The SWOT analysis will examine 
what have been considered to be the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats for the 
prototype.

Strengths

The prototype has been proposed to be on industrial 
roofs around Säveån. The advantage of this is that 
the roofs are surfaces that are not used for anything 
today. They are unused so they do not take up natural 
land or areas that could be used for something else. 
The possibility of extending the prototype also exists, 
it is just a matter of continuing to build more of that 
habitat part. It is also possible to apply to other rivers 
and natural areas around cities. The tower part itself 
also has the advantage that it can be seen from 
afar and create a landmark over the area, similar 
to the Turning torso and Karlatornet. This can be an 
advantage when you want to create and sell a new 
city district.

Opportunities

As previously stated, that the opportuniti exists 
to create a new landmark over Säveån and the 
possibility to expand the prototype over a larger 
area.  Do to the area largely contains industries of 
various kinds that is the image of the are, but if you 
build the prototype, you can get a completely new 
picture, that the area is scenic and has a rich birdlife 
that may attract people to visit the area. 

Threat

As previously said, the prototype can create a new 
image of the area instead of the industrial one. This 
can be used for greenwashing, for example that 
you have a lot of dirty industry inside the factory but 
you build a bird habitat on top of the roof and then 
it’s completely okay. Another threat could be that 
the industries do not want any bird habitat above 
their operations. This means that you cannot further 
develop the prototype so that it stretches a longer 
distance.

Conclusion

Prototypes should preferably be visionary and bet 
high. But this means that weaknesses and pitfalls 
are added. There is a possibility that the prototype 
could create good conditions for creating a good 
bird habitat and a social meeting point. But there 
are still unanswered questions like will the birds want 
to live there and who will pay for it all.
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First version of the prototype was 
only a green roof to be used as a 
runway for birds. For maintenance, 
the current spiral staircase would 
be used.

To establish a social aspect to the 
prototype, a education  center 
about birds under the green roof 
was created under the prototype. 
The choice was made as Säveån 
has been classified as a Natura 
2000 area due to its rich bird and 
animal life.

The spiral staircase is not adapted 
for the amount of people who will 
go up to the roof, so it is replaced 
by a bird watching tower with a 
bridge over to the box. The choice 
with bridge is made as not to 
disturb the existing building.

To create a more aesthetically 
pleasing building, the box and 
tower are turned 45 degrees and 
the bridge is given a hourglass-
like shape. The corner of the box 
is also placed outside the roof of 
the existing building to create a 
separation of the prototype and 
the existing building.

At the entrance to the prototype, a 
sun staircase and a wooden deck 
are created to establish a clearer 
spaciousness. This also contributes 
to show that it is a public building 
that everyone can take part in.

The prototype’s observation tower doubles in height to create an 
opportunity to see further distances. For the nearby industrial buildings, 
even more habitats are created on their roofs. The prototype is then taken 
to an even greater urban scale.

The prototype is located in an 
industrial area with very high noise 
levels due to all the heavy traffic. A 
consideration was made regarding 
sound versus sunlight where it was 
chosen to erect a Soundproofing 
wall which reduces the noise level 
but reduces the sunlight.

Lännstyrelssen has produced a 
conservation plan for what needs 
to be developed within Säveån. 
One thing that is suggested is 
creating new habitats for the 
endangered birds that live in the 
area. Three birds are selected 
where their habitat is created on 
the green roof.
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Different possibilities to develop 
the prototype

Just the box

Simple connection 

Dynamic adjusment

Multiple conaction
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